
villa
ge

ConnectConnect

Keeping the people of rural North East Leicestershire connected
www.villageconnect.co.uk

October/November 2011

PLUS
Courses and workshops, autumn
recipe, diary of events, gardening
tips and more

IN THIS ISSUE
Walks for the autumn
Exhibitions by local art groups
Live entertainment in village halls
The benefits of acupuncture
A look back at Scalford in 1986



Tel: 01664 424254Village Connect - page 2

Hello Readers

loui
se

From the editor

Cover page photograph:
Autumn along Manor Road, Easthorpe. © Mat Fascione

Is it me, or does this time of year always seems to get people
thinking about food? Maybe it’s the onset of the colder weather
and the need for more hearty meals and comfort food; I always
seem to have a recipe in the October/November issue each year
and this time I am grateful to Christine Stocks from Melton for
sending in a tasty and seasonal paté (see below) for you to try.

The East Midlands Food & Drink Festival (1/2 October in
Melton Cattle Market) could also have something to do with it.
On page 9 Julie Duff of Church Farmhouse Cakes tells us about
her preparation for the festival and Christmas. She also has some
tips for the perfect Christmas cake.

It’s great to get out walking and enjoy the beautiful colours
in the autumn. See page 3 for some group walks you can join,
one of them a real challenge at 16 miles!

For the more artistic among you, there’s news of local art
shows in October on page 4 and some craft workshops taking
place in Sileby on page 6.

Now that outdoor village events are well and truly over,  Centre
Stage performances are back for a new season in village halls.
Check out what’s on at a hall near you on page  7.

What to do
● Line the base of a rectangular Pyrex dish or loaf tin with half the bacon, saving the rest for

the top.

● Mix together the meats, garlic, alcohol and seasonings.
● Press the mixture into the dish and lay the bacon and bay leaves on the top.

● Cover with a lid or double foil, place in a roasting tin half filled with hot water and bake for
one and a quarter hours at 150ºC or gas mark 4.

● Leave to cool overnight in its cooking dish in the fridge, then remove and slice as required.

What you’ll need
1 lb /500g coarsely minced shoulder of pork
6 pigeon breasts, minced
2 cloves garlic, crushed
1/4 pt /150 ml white wine
2 tablespoons brandy
2 large bay leaves
4 rashers streaky bacon
4 juniper berries, crushed
Salt and freshly ground black pepper

With the game season in full swing, here is a simple
recipe for a coarse pate. You can use any game
but you need to include the pork to keep it soft.

Pigeon and Pork Paté

Including Children in the Playground
9.30am-11.30am

Particularly suitable for members of mid-day supervisory teams

Managing Children’s Behaviour in Wet Playtimes
1.00pm-3.00pm

Particularly suitable for new teaching assistants and members of
mid-day supervisory teams

Cost: £40, plus VAT, per head per workshop.

A full outline of each course and information about Access
Training (Train Your School) Limited and our tutors may be

found on our website: www.trainyourschool.co.uk

Early booking is recommended as places are limited.
Reservations for the workshops may be made by telephone

to Catherine Bolton: 0116 241 5801 or email to:
catherine@trainyourschool.co.uk

TRAINING WORKSHOPS FOR
PRIMARY SCHOOL SUPPORT STAFF

Wednesday 2 November 2011
Leicestershire Residential & Outdoor Learning Centre,

Beaumanor Hall, Woodhouse,
Leicestershire LE12 8TX

acces
s

training
Train Your School

“My recipes are all well tried and tested
by my pupils, their parents and probably
by their grandparents. I have had
requests for recipes from Australia,
Spain, South Africa, the Falkland
Islands and the USA. I know they work.”

© Christine Stocks

Christine grew up in the
tiny village of Gumley in
South Leicestershire. She
has taught children and
adults for many years at
Roundhill Community
College and more re-
cently Ratcliffe College.

She now lives in Melton, where, she says:
“I have come to appreciate the rich variety
of local foods and always try to buy fresh
local produce to cook with. I believe that
if you start with good quality ingredients
and cook them correctly you cannot fail. I
have developed a variety of ways of using
fresh ingredients and I have written down
most of them in recipe form so that others
may try them.”

Christine’s aim has always been to pass
on her enthusiasm for good food to her
students and to help them to provide
themselves and their families with a
healthy, interesting diet.

AUTUMN RECIPE by local food enthusiast Christine Stocks
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Autumn
walking

Seagrave Challenge
This annual event, taking place this year on Saturday 12 November, is a 16 mile run or walk
through rolling Leicestershire countryside, starting from Seagrave Memorial Hall at 9am.

The route has been chosen to include the highest ground possible (total ascent 860ft),
so you can expect some great views along the way. Taking in the wold villages of Walton,
Burton, Wymeswold and Hoton, it will follow footpaths, bridle ways, some private farm
land and minor roads. It will also pass through the Prestwold Estate by kind permission of
Edward Packe-Drury-Lowe.

Lots of delicious home-cooked food is included in the entry price and everyone
completing the challenge will get a certificate. Entry costs £15 (£7.50 concessions).

For more information and to register online, visit www.seagravewoldschallenge.co.uk or
email john_ mcdermott@tiscali.co.uk.

COMPUTER
PROBLEMS

FIXED

Internet, Software
and Hardware

 Computer slow or won’t start?
Internet not working? Broadband

network to set up? Lost data?
Viruses & popups? Spam? etc

TUITION
How to use internet & email, MS
Office, digital cameras, sat.nav.

 ADVICE
on buying, avoiding problems, internet

security

Dave Rowe Computing
01664 85 95 05

Patient &
professional help

at your home or business

Around Scalford
Leicestershire County Council’s guided walk on 15 October is a pleasant stroll through arable
and pasture fields from Scalford towards Goadby Marwood and Wycomb and back. The
meeting point is Scalford Recreation Ground for a 10am start. Be prepared for mud and stiles

Bottesford Health Walks are on offer every second Wednesday in the month.  The meeting
place is Walford Close, Bottesford at 12.45pm (for a 1pm start). The walk planned on 12
October is a circular route from Redmile to Barkestone and on 9 November the route will be
from Bottesford to Normanton.

For more information, call Sue on 01949 843280.

Walks for Health
The Active Together Melton team helps to organise weekly walks in Melton parks. The
sessions are very popular and a great way to keep fit and meet new people. There are
Beginners Health Walks every Wednesday and Senior Walks every Thursday in Melton Country
Park, and Buggy Walks every Friday in Wilton Park.

For more information, call 01664 502502 or email sports@melton.gov.uk.

Wycomb Lane near Goadby Marwood., © Andrew Tatlow

REARSBY
Horse and Groom Skittle Alley
Wednesdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm

Consultant
Helen: 07949 123898
slimmingwithhelen@hotmail.co.uk

TOGGI, MUCK BOOTS, RAMBO
& many more well known brands

Exciting new products & suppliers

Everything for the horse & rider

hats & body protectors fitted
by qualified staff

THE CLOTHES HORSE LTD
Syston Grange, Barkby Road, Syston

Tel: 0116 260 9801

Can’t make it to the shop? Visit us online at

www.theclotheshorse.co.uk

* If you’d rather do the walk in your
own time, you can download the
leaflet from www.leics.gov.uk/
parish_walks_scalford.htm or order
it by phone from 0116 305 8160.

and feel free to take your dog. The walk costs £2 per person
which can be paid on the day (under16s free). The full
circuit (4 miles) takes around two hours and follows Walk 2
from the LCC Scalford Parish Walks leaflet.*

Booking essential. Call 0116 305 7655.
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Painting at the Abbey

5-day course, 7–11 November 2011
led by Martin Cottam

£360 including meals & accommodation

You’ll get a thorough introduction into
the basics of painting with watercolours
on this painting holiday at Launde Abbey.

Topics covered include: laying flat
washes, colour mixing, information on
different types of paper, tone, improvising
with colour and exploring different
techniques. Beginners (no drawing skills
required) and improvers welcome; tuition
will be given according to ability.

November at Launde Abbey is a
particularly beautiful time of year and the
timing of the holiday will take full
advantage of the magnificent autumn
colours available at this time of year.

Twyford
Twyford Guild of Artists will be showing their work
at their annual exhibition on 22 & 23 October in
Twyford Village Hall. As well as the works on show,
there will be artists’ cards, prints and silk necklaces
for sale together with various arts and crafts
produced in Twyford.

Art exhibitions in October

For any further information contact Gay Mayes on
01664 840631/ 07875910874 or email gmayes99@aol.com

Participating members
Frances Lowe – Batik on Silk (see picture)
Gay Mayes – Watercolour/printing
Graeme Frost – Watercolour
Jean Baker – Stitched Textiles

Upper Broughton
The 29th Upper Broughton Art Show will be held in Upper Broughton Village Hall (Main
Road, A606) on 8 and 9 October, with a ticket-only preview on the evening of 7 October.
Two rooms of work in a variety of media, including 3-D exhibits. Refreshments will be
available all day. The times for each day are:
•  Preview Evening Friday 7 October:  7.30pm. Tickets £5
•  Art Show Saturday 8 October: 10am - 5pm. Entry free
•  Art Show Sunday 9 October: 10am - 4pm. Entry free

For more information, visit www.upperbroughtartshow.org.uk or call 01664 822444

Lesley Harris – Silver Jewellery
Richard Hancey – Stoneware Pottery
Paula Chapman – Silk Paintings
Ron Chapman – Photography

Batik on Silk by Frances Lowe

Rearsby
Rearsby Art Club’s annual art and crafts exhibition will be held in Rearsby Village Hall on
Sunday 9 October from 11am to 5pm. Admission is £1, which will include a cup of tea or
coffee.

For more information, call 01664 424696

Now taking
Christmas orders
Artist Michaela Kelly (from Thorpe Satchville), loves painting ‘to order’
and is now taking commissions from customers who want pictures in
time for Christmas. She has many years’ experience creating people’s
pets, horses, cars and favourite views on canvas. Trains and planes are
also in her repertoire; in fact she can turn her hand to more or less any
subject. She also produces trompe l’oeil (see inset picture and her
explanation below it).

Michaela describes her style as “old fashioned, that is to say you can
see what it is” and has been painting since she was four. She studied at
Southampton Art College and has exhibited her work in many venues,
including in London.

“Trompe l’oeil is a form of painting where the scene is painted
directly onto an interior wall and due to use of perspective and
light and shade, gives the impression of reality.  It is something
very unusual and stylish to have in your home.  No-one else will
have a scene like yours anywhere in the world.”

There are numerous other retreats, quiet
days and special events being held at
Launde Abbey during October and
November.

For full details, talephone 01572 71725
or visit www.launde.org.uk.

To contact Michaela, telephone 01664 840731. To view examples of
her work, visit: www.art-by-kelly.co. (yes co. not co.uk!)

The exhibition is open from 12pm to 5pm
each day and admission is free.
Refreshments will be available.

For more information, contact Gay Mayes: 01664 840631 / 07875910874
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The point of
acupuncture

Imagine having pain that leaves you unable
to move or stops you in your tracks. Over 20
years ago, I turned to acupuncture to help
with a back problem that had failed to
respond to other treatment – it worked.
Impressed with the improvements to my
health, I decided to change career and retrain
as an acupuncturist, qualifying in 1996 and
becoming a Member of the British
Acupuncture Council (BAcC), the UK’s
largest regulatory body for practitioners of
traditional acupuncture.

���

Reflexology
Reiki

Crystal healing
Emotional freedom technique

Bach flower remedies
Hopi ear candling

Stress management
���

Gift vouchers
available

For further details or to book your appointment
visit www.tranquil-therapies.co.uk

contact gill on 07787 175335
or email gillriley@tranquil-therapies.co.uk

To advertise in

Village Connect

call 01664 424254

or visit www.villageconnect.co.uk

What is acupuncture?
Acupuncture originated in China and other far eastern cultures, where it still features in
mainstream healthcare.  It has been used for thousands of years to restore, promote and
maintain good health, identifying the root cause of a problem and addressing it by balancing
the body’s internal energy, or ‘Qi’. The philosophy behind it is simply to ‘treat the person not
the illness’ and improve the overall wellbeing of the patient.

An all-round treatment
More and more people in the UK are now turning to acupuncture – some for help with
specific symptoms such as back pain, osteoarthritis and migraine, others because they feel
generally unwell but have no obvious diagnosis, or have a problem that has failed to respond
to conventional medicine.

by Julie Devlin

The
Melton
Bookshop
01664 567769
meltonbook@aol.com

www.themeltonbookshop.co.uk
5 Leicester Street
Melton Mowbray

• Any In Print Books from UK/
USA
• Free out-of-print search available
• Difficult to find books
• Local interest titles
• 6000+ titles in stock
• CD and DVD ordering service

Festival ticket winners
Congratulations to the winners of the
draw we ran in the last issue for tickets
to this year’s East Midlands Food & Drink
Festival. They are:
Kathie Christie-Smith, Rearsby
Sue Bloor, Waltham on the Wolds
Heidi Langford, South Croxton
Elaine Hastings, Queniborough
Bob Hobbs, Great Dalby

To learn more about what acupuncture can do for you, call Julie on 07711 637012.
Her acupuncture practice is based at Syston Health Centre.

You can also download fact sheets on the effectiveness of acupuncture for a range of
conditions, including those already mentioned, from the website of the British
Acupuncture Council: www.acupuncture.org.uk.
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Get into the
Halloween
spirit a day
early

Creative recycling

Wizard Day
Saturday 29 October, 10am-4pm
Make broomsticks, wands and lanterns at this fun activity day
for kids and adults.*

Christmas Crafts
Saturday 26 November, 10am-4pm
In this workshop you will make a range of Christmas
gifts and decorations from recycled and natural
materials.*

Get into the
Halloween
spirit a day
early
On Sunday 30 October (11am-4pm) you can take your little
witches and wizards along for an afternoon of family
entertainment in the lovely grounds of Scalford Hall.

This fun-for-all-the-family day is a free event in support of
the Mayor’s Appeal. It will include free hot dogs and toffee
apples for the children as well as a Halloween Fancy Dress
Competition with lots of prizes.

Other attractions include a hog roast, kid’s disco, bouncy castle
and Punch & Judy show.

The Green Place in Sileby runs regular craft workshops where you can learn
how to turn used materials into something new and often practical.  They
have a number of sessions coming up in October and November.

Willow Weaving
Saturday 1 October and Saturday 15 October
Learn the skills for weaving with willow and make a basket to take
home. Cost: £35, or £60 if two people book together.
Contact Cesca on 0796 3833611 to book this course.

* Entry to the Green Place is free, but there will be a
small charge for taking part in the Wizard Day and
Christmas Craft workshops. Refreshments and snacks
will be available in the cafe.

The Green Place is at
6 Cossington Road, Sileby LE12 7RS

Tel: 01509 815181
Web: www.completewasters.co.uk

Scalford Hall is three miles north of
Melton (postcode: LE14 4UB).

For more information, telephone
01664 444654.

Join us on a magical journey
to lands near and far

Themed sessions for children
aged 2 to 7 years

Original songs, puppets, instruments and
other colourful props bring the natural

world to life!
Regular visits from real, live animals!

Pre-school sessions, parties, nurseries,
schools and social events.

Tel Vanessa:
07951 853204

Rainforst themed CD is now available
to buy. See our website for details
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Let them
entertain you!
Wymondham Village Hall, 6 October;
Quorn Church Rooms, 7 October
Holmes & Watson: The farewell tour (drama).  Before slipping into
well-earned retirement Sherlock Holmes sets out on a farewell tour
of Great Britain with Dr Watson, his landlady Mrs Hudson and
Inspector Lestrade. En route there’s inevitably a case to solve

Hoby & District Village Hall, 13 October
BJ Cole & Emily Burridge in Concert. A unique combination of
cello (Emily Burridge) and pedal steel guitar (BJ Cole) create
orchestral sounds in a new and refreshing context. Their concert
will include works by Erik Satie, Debussy, Purcell and Copland.

Walton on the Wolds Village Hall, 14 October
The Tom McConville Trio in Concert (Tom on fiddle and David
Newey and Phill Murray on guitar and bass guitar) A rollercoaster
of music from fast rhythmic dance tunes to beautiful slow airs,
accompanied by terrific vocals.

Burton on the Wolds Village Hall, 15 October
The Atonga Zimba Trio in Concert, featuring Ghanaian performer
Atonga Zimba who plays the mol, a two-stringed calebash banjo and
sings in his native Fra Fra, Hausa, Ga, English and Twi. His band delivers
a mix of traditional Ghanaian music, Afrobeat, jazz and funk.

Hungarton Village Hall, 18 November
Sun Stations. John Dipper and Luke Daniels provide an entertaining
exploration of our forgotten traditional calendar and annual
festivals.

Queniborough Village Hall, 23 November
For One Night Only. Puppetry, song and smart one-liners are used
by Eddie and Bode as they mistakenly find themselves on a tour of
the Home Counties, having set out to find their fame and fortune at
Covent Garden.

Asfordby Parish Hall, 24 November
The classic tale of The Jungle Book performed by the Oxfordshire
Theatre Company is a blend of theatre songs and puppetry.

Long Clawson Village Hall, 30 November
Magical Christmas Tree Tour: Pete Morgan, Maggie Boyle and
Chris Parkinson deliver a collection of new and vibrant seasonal
songs, beautiful old carols to get the audience in the festive spirit.

In 1986, the BBC launched Domesday Revisted, an ambitious
project to record a snapshot of everyday life across the UK for
future generations. A million volunteers took part.

Now, 25 years later you can explore the archive online at
www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday, see the pictures and  (in some
cases) update the information to make your mark on this record
of our collective history.

Although not every community got involved in the project, a
number in this area did. Scalford is one of them. Its contribution
amounts to 20 written accounts of life in and around the village
in 1986. The accounts were written by children from the village
school, with help from staff and parents. You can read one of
their accounts here. We have also reproduced two of the three
photographs submitted.

Scalford revisted

The photographs, both by Chris Fox-Mapletoft, show:

Left: View over Scalford 1986

Right: Cheesemaking in Scalford, 1986

A round up of the Centre Stage live
performances taking place in local
village halls this autumn. Why not
catch a show near you! See the diary
on page 10 for times and contact
numbers.

Top: John Dipper & Luke Daniels (Hungarton)
Middle: Atonga Zimba (Burton on the Wolds)
Bottom: Pete Morgan, Chris Parkinson, Maggie Boye (Long Clawson)

Scalford (1986)
Scalford is a busy, but pretty conservation village some 7 kilometres
from Melton Mowbray. St Egelwin’s is the only church dedicated
to him in England.

The name Scalford shows there was once a ford here. There is
still an underground stream, which is now channelled to a tap by
the road called The Spout. This was restored in 1977 for Queen
Elizabeth’s Silver Jubilee. People now use the water for cars and
gardens.

The village has four shops, two general food stores, a bakery
shop and the post office which also sells newspapers and
groceries.There are two pubs, the Plough and several small
businesses, including a creamery. Many of the houses are quite
old and built of ironstone or Scalford brick, now no longer made,
but there are some modern brick built houses.
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Rural skills
training
The Stepping Stones Project is running courses this autumn for people who would like to
learn rural skills such as hedge laying, dry stone walling and coppice management. The
courses are aimed at people who have little or no experience of rural skills or people who
would like the opportunity to develop and improve their existing skills.  Courses will be held
at various locations around the county. Everyone attending will receive a BTCV (British Trust
of Conservation Volunteers) Institute for Environmental Conservation certificate.

Open weekdays 9.30am-5.30pm  (Wed
9.30am-1pm),

Sat 9.30am-5pm, Sun 9.30am-1pm

Tel: 0116 269 5505

Church View
Nursery

QUENIBOROUGH ROAD, BARKBY

FRIENDLY, PERSONAL
SERVICE

Winter bedding,
Spring bulbs,

Home-grown hardy perennials,
Winter logs & coal

Fresh fruit & veg, Bird food

Courses scheduled for October and November
Coppice Management, 22 October, Ratby
£25 per person. £15 reduced rate

Hurdle Making, 5 and 6 November, Ratby
£50 per person. £25 reduced rate

Hedge laying level 1, 12 and 13 November, Oadby
£50 per person. £25 reduced rate

New kitchen for village hall

After a very dry summer, a lot of my perennials in my garden have finished
flowering a lot earlier, and my hanging baskets are looking rather sorry for
themselves. I am still dead heading my Cosmos, which has coped very
well with the dry conditions and has been flowering continuously since May. In the vegetable
garden, you may still be picking any late raspberries, apples and pears, but for the summer
crops that have finished, now is a good time to clear the plot, turn the soil over and leave it
through the winter.  When we have had plenty of rain, apply a generous amount of well
rotted manure to the soil, provided it is not frozen; this will help to maintain the moisture
and improve the yield of crop next year.

It’s very tempting to cut back all the later flowering perennials, but now is a good time to
collect the seeds to produce more free plants for next year. If you have a favourite plant that
has finished flowering, why not collect the seed to propagate.  It is better to let the seed dry
on the plant, but if it rains and the seed is ready you might miss the opportunity.  Collect the
seed just before it has dried, place in a paper bag and label.  Then leave in a room that has a
constant temperature; when the seed is ready it will fall in the bag.  It will be ready to sow in
the spring.  Otherwise, leave the seed heads on for the birds.

If your summer baskets have finished flowering, replace the compost with free-draining
multi-purpose compost and plant up with pansies, polyanthus, violas and bellis, to give you
colour through winter and spring.  Don’t forget to put bulbs in your baskets and pots, as they
extend the time of flowering.  For me this is the most satisfying job, because when they start
to flower I know that spring is on its way.

Hoby & District Village Hall has been
awarded a grant of £10,000 for its kitchen
renewal project from the Big Lottery Fund
‘Awards for All’ scheme.  Funding for the
£21,000 project will be completed by a
Leicestershire County Council Shire Grant of
£4,000, a Parish Council contribution of
£1,000, and £6,000 from the Village Hall’s
own fund-raising.

A small extension will be built onto the
existing kitchen and the project will be
completed by the end of February.

Hoby & District Village Hall is in regular
use for classes, societies, meetings, parties,
dances, wedding receptions etc.  It also puts
on stage shows and films under the County’s
Centre Stage and Centre Screen schemes.

Full details of these and other courses are available from the Stepping Stones Project.
Tel: 0116 3057221. Web: www.leics.gov.uk/stepping_stones.

The Stepping Stones Project is a partnership of the five local authorities within the
project area and Leicestershire County Council. It aims to work with and for people and
the environment through the enhancement and protection of existing countryside within
the project area.

IN YOUR GARDEN
by Helen Osborne of Church View Nursery

Plants of seasonal interest
Sedum Autumn Joy; Large pink flowers, attracting bees and butterflies, height 55cm.
Schizostylis: Pale pink / rich pink lily like flowers, height 30cm.

For further information about the
kitchen project, contact John Coleman
(Chairman, Hoby & District Village Hall
Committee) on 01664 434120, or email
jam.coleman@mypostoffice.co.uk.
For enquiries about booking the hall,
contact Miranda Turner-Pope (Booking
Secretary) on 01664 434259  or email
hobyanddvh@hotmail.com.
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Church Farmhouse Cakes is a family
business run by Julie Duff, her husband
Malcolm and their daugher Si from their
home in Croxton Kerrial.

Although busy most of the year, from
September to December the Duffs and their
ovens work harder than ever to make sure
there are enough cakes to take to the East
Midlands Food & Drink Festival (Melton
Cattle Market, 1/2 October) and to satisfy
the Christmas demand that follows.

“We attended the first Food Festival in
2004 and have been going ever since” said
Julie. “We think about it well in advance,
visualising the layout of the stand and
making decisions about which cakes to take.

“We generally have to replenish the stock
after the first day, and keep a variety of cakes
at home to ensure we have more of  any that
are selling particularly well.  One year we
actually ran out of cakes!”

Julie loves taking to the shows’ visitors
about cakes. “Many want to ask questions
about problems they have with their
fruitcake baking.“

Cakes from the farmhouse

Christmas baking gets underway in
October. “Our Brandy, Almond and Orange
Cakes (all winners of  a Gold 2 Star Food Lovers
Award) are probably the most ordered cakes,
so we prepare plenty of these.  Then of course
there are the actual Christmas cakes, which
tend to be ordered by mail. My own favourite
is the Robin Christmas cake, the first cake
designed and sold in Fortnum & Mason.  It is
fully iced and decorated with a hand-cut and
painted Robin. I only allow it to be sold to
good homes!”

Aching feet aside, Julie loves
attending shows; her fondest memory
of all being when Marguerite Patten gave
her a hug, “because she could see how
nervous I was before giving a talk.”

“Each Christmas we give 10% of the
profits from our Purple Ribboned Snowflake
cake to a charity.  Last year it was Farms for
City Children, and we raised enough to
sponsor two children from a Leicester school
to spend a week at one of the charity’s farms.
This year our chosen charity is the Epilepsy
Society,” (Julie herself has epilepsy)

Julie has written two award-winning
books, ‘Cakes Regional & Traditional’ and
‘Cakes from around the World’.

Clockwise from top left: Julie,
Robin Christmas cake, Malcolm and Si

featuring the all new
1744 Restaurant & Bar

with the addition of
Seven New Ensuite Bedrooms

Private Dining Rooms for Functions & Meetings
The Star Inn is now open 7 days a week from 9am

Daytime Coffee, Tea & Snacks served all day
Lunchtime Menu served from 12 to 3pm

Evening A La Carte menu served from 7 to 9.30pm
Sunday Lunch served from 12 to 4pm

For room & dining reservations
Tel: 01664 424220

Email: info@thestarinn1744.co.uk
or visit our website

www.thestarinn1744.co.uk

New look for old pub The fully refurbished

STAR INN, THRUSSINGTON
Following major renovation work, The
‘Star Inn 1744’ in Thrussington opened
for business again at the end of August.
“We now have a beautifully refurbished
bar and restaurant along with a private
dining area and seven luxurious en-
suite bedrooms”, explained Manager
Kevin Preston, who is happy for people
to call in and have a look round.

“An unspoilt village location, plus
lovely countryside on the doorstep,
makes The Star an ideal place to
come and enjoy a relaxing meal, or

Thrussington itself was settled
around the 9th Century by the Danish
Vikings who arrived by navigating the
River Trent, Soar and finally on to the
River Wreake at the edge of the village .

even stay a few days and explore the area”, he added.
The pub is on the green in the heart of the village. It was built in

1744 when King George II was on the throne of England and Louis
XV of France had just declared war and planned an invasion of
England in cahoots with the Jacobyte pretender Charles Edward
Stuart, otherwise known as ‘Bonnie Prince Charlie’.

Left: The Star Inn in the late 20s/early 30s

Julie’s tips for a great Christmas cake
• Use the very best ingredients: fresh butter, musco-

vado sugar, free range eggs, quality flour and the
best quality fruits you can buy.

• Wash your fruit the day before, drain but don’t dry.
• Cover and leave overnight. This allows the fruit to

absorb the moisture and plump up nicely.

For more about the books and to see the
full range of Church Farmhouse Cakes,
visit www.churchfarmhousecakes.co.uk.
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OCTOBER
1/2 The Cattle Market, Melton Mowbray,

10am-5pm on 1st, 10am-4pm on 2nd.
East Midlands Food & Drink Festival.
Live demonstrations and activities plus
100s of stalls offering food & drink.
www.eastmidlandsfoodfestival.co.uk.

6 Wymondham Village Hall, 7.30pm.
Holmes & Watson: The farewell tour.
Tel: 01572 787247.  See page 7.

7 The Barn @ Manor Farm, Rearsby,
8pm. The Poozies in Concert. Tickets
£12 in advance only. Phone 01664
424239 to book.

7 Quorn Church Rooms, 7.30pm.
Holmes & Watson: The farewell tour
Tel: 01509 414287.  See page 7.

8/9 Upper Broughton Village Hall, Art
exhibition. See page 6.

9 Rearsby Village Hall, 11am-5pm. Art
& Crafts Exhibition. See page 6.

10 United Reform Church Hall, Melton,
7.30pm. Meeting of the Leicestershire
& Rutland Wildlife Trust Melton
Mowbray Group. Talk by Phil Rudkin -
Wildlife throughout the Year. Tel:
01664 568791 (Annabelle Meek)

12 Melton Library, 7-8pm. Best-selling
author Lesley Pearse talks about her
life and books, including her latest
novel, Belle. £2.50 (advance booking
only.) Tel: 0116 305 3646.

13 Hoby & District Village Hall, 7.30pm.
BJ Cole & Emily Burridge in concert.
Tel: 01664 434120.  See page 7.

5 Rearsby Village Hall, 11am-4pm. Gift
Fair. Lots of Xmas gift ideas. Refresh-
ments all day. To book a table, call
01664 424696.

5 Twyford Recreation Ground. 7pm.
Twyford Bon-Fire-Works. Tel: 01664
840454.

5 Devon Lane, Bottesford, 7pm (gates
open 6.15pm). Bonfire Night & Firework
Display. £3/£1. Refreshments.

5 South Croxton Village Hall Bonfire
Celebrations. Bonfire 6pm, Fireworks
6.30pm. Food available.

5 King George’s Field, Queniborough,
6.45pm (Gates open 6pm). Bonfire/
Firework Display.

12 Rearsby Village Hall, 9am-12 noon.
Table top sale. To book a table, call
01664 424385 or 424696.

NOVEMBER

3 & 52 Station Road, Rearsby, 11am-3pm.
10 Christmas Shopping Experience. See

advert this page.

DECEMBER

Diary 14 Walton on the Wolds Village Hall,
7.30pm. Tom McConville Trio in
concert. Tel: 01509 880411. See page 7.

15 Scalford Recreation Ground (far end
of Sandy Lane), 10am. County Walk to
Wycomb. See page 3.

15 Burton on the Wolds Village Hall,
7.30pm. Atonga Zimba Trio in concert.
Tel: 07930 317245. See page 7.

22/23 Twyford Village Hall, 12-5pm. Twyford
Art Exhibition. See page 6.

22 St Guthlac’s Church, Stathern, 7.30pm
A joint concert with the Bingham
Barbers (singing group), and The
Rector’s Revels (ensemble led by
Richard King past Principal Bassoon in
the Hallé Orchestra); light-hearted
instrumental playing, singing and verse.
Tickets £10, incl. glass of wine/nibbles,
from  Stathern Stores, Main Street,
Stathern or phone 01949 869 448.

23 Market Place, Loughborough, 10am-
4pm English Food and Drink Festival .
A tasty range of food and drink stalls.
from delicious breads and cakes to
mouth-watering curry sauces and
sausages.

29 The Green Place, Sileby, LE12 7RS.
10am-4pm. Wizard Day. See page 6.

30 Scalford Hall, nr Scalford. 12-4pm.
Family fun day. See page 6.

12 Seagrave Memorial Hall, 9am. Start
point for Seagrave Wolds Challenge.
See page 3.

14 United Reform Church Hall, Melton,
7.30pm. Meeting of the Leicestershire
& Rutland Wildlife Trust Melton
Mowbray Group. Talk by Peter
Williams: Diversity of the French
Countryside Tel: 01664 568791.

17 Rearsby Village Hall, 7pm. Down to
Earth (BBC Radio Leicester’s gardening
roadshow). Free. No admission after
7.15pm (because of recording).

18 Hungarton Village Hall, 7.30pm. Sun
Stations with John Dipper & Luke
Daniels. Tel: 0116 259 5669. See page 7

19 52 Station Road, Rearsby, 11am-3pm.
Christmas Shopping Experience. See
advert this page.

19 Queniborough Village Hall, 11am-
3pm. Craft Fair. Wide variety of quality
hand-crafted gifts. Refreshments
available. Proceeds to Queniborough
Village Hall Fund.

23 Queniborough Village Hall, 7.30pm.
For  One Night Only. Tel: 0116 269 7431.
See page 7.

24 Asfordby Parish Hall, 6.30pm.
Oxfordshire Theatre Co presents The
Jungle Book. Tel: 01664 812177.  See
page 7.

26 52 Station Road, Rearsby, 11am-3pm.
Christmas Shopping Experience. See
advert this page.

26 The Green Place, Sileby, LE12 7RS,
10am-4pm. Workshop.  See page 6.

26 St Leonard’s Church, Swithland, An
Angel’s Fayre. A Christmas event for
all the family. Contact Jayne Cranage:
01509 211567.

30 Long Clawson Village Hall, 7pm. The
Magical Christmas Tree Tour. Tel: 01664
822247.  See page 7.

While every effort is made to ensure information in the
Diary is correct, Village Connect cannot be held

responsible for any errors it contains

Send details of events that have missed
the print deadline to

louise@villageconnect.co.uk

To get your event listed free of charge,
email details to louise@

villageconnect.co.uk or use the online
form at www.villageconnect.co.uk

Check www.villageconnect.co.uk for
other diary dates. Find us on Twitter or

Facebook for more updates

www.twitter/connect_leics

VillageConnect Leicestershire
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1st and 2nd fix joinery

Cut and truss roofing

Skirting and architrave

Floor and wall tiling

Stair parts

Fencing, gates and decking

Doors and windows

Kitchen fitting

Wood and laminate flooring

Mobile: 07737 922721

Phone: 01162 607166

Email: a2kev@yahoo.co.uk

FULLY INSURED

FREE QUOTATION AVAILABLE

KEV TAYLOR
CARPENTRY AND JOINERY

Unit D, Wanlip Hill Farm Business Park
(formerly Bentley’s Roses)

Loughborough Road, Wanlip, Leicester LE7 4PN

Tel: 0116 267 6167 • Fax: 0116 267 4016
Mobile: 07860 548226

www.midlandwindows.co.uk
sales@midlandwindows.co.uk

Another Quality
Conservatory Installation

Est.

1978

National Maintenance Week (18-25 November 2011) is an
initiative of The Society for the Prevention of Ancient Buildings.
One of the week’s aims is to encourage everyone who looks after
a property, regardless of its age or scale, to carry out some simple
maintenance checks before the worst of the winter weather kicks
in. This is what they advise:

• Check gutters and rainwater pipes for blockages and leaks.
• Check the roof for damaged, slipped or missing tiles/slates.
• Check mortar joints on external walls and render where

necessary.
• Avoid any build up of earth at the base of walls and consider

the control or removal of vegetation.

Ready for winter?

For more information about SPAB’s National Maintenance Week,
visit www.maintainyourbuilding.org.uk.

Summer
discountsavailable

10 year
No Quibble
Guarantee

“AS GOOD AS NEW”
UPVC WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORY REPAIRS

PLUS Conservatory Roof Cleaning Service

For a free no obligation quotation:
01664 501705 / 07854 563458

www.asgoodasnewupvcdoubleglazingrepairs.co.uk

Why replace when you can repair?

We repair and fit misted up sealed glass units,locks, handles, hinges, letterplates,
energy rated doors, windows and conservatories etc
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UPHOLSTERY REPAIR

VENUES

All articles are the copyright of Wordcraft Writing & Design or the individual
contributor and may not be reproduced without permission.
Any views expressed in the articles do not necessarily represent those
of the publisher and are the responsibility of individual contributors.
Equally, the inclusion of an advertisement in the magazine is not an
endorsement by the publisher of the product or service advertised.

Published by Wordcraft Writing & Design
2 Brook House Close, Rearsby, Leicester LE7 4YG
Editor: Louise Lambert
01664 424254 / 07879 854882
louise@villageconnect.co.uk

Next issue: Dec 2011/Jan 2012
Copy deadline: 14 November 2011

Printed by Warwick Printing
www.warwickprinting.co.uk

Bramley & Rose
We design, produce and manufacture
bespoke handmade and hand finished

in the Vale of Belvoir
Special Occasion & Wedding Stationery

www.bramleyandrose.co.uk
05602 836590 / 07765 295533

Classifieds

The perfect venue for any occasion:
weddings, parties, conferences, meetings

www.rearsbyvillagehall.org.uk
01664 424696

Call 01664 424239 or 07725 705150 or
email manorfarmb.b@hotmail.co.uk

Charming wedding/party venue
Converted 18th century barn
Suitable for up to 100 guests

B&B accommodation available at farm

THE BARN @ MANOR FARM
REARSBY

vill
age

Connect

STATIONERY

M.S.C. WOOD PRODUCTS

••••• Containerised trees
•  •  •  •  •  Decorative woods
•  •  •  •  •  Walking stick shanks

01664 424 548
07587 696 383

www.mscwoodproducts.co.uk

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS

ON THIS PAGE

from as little as £10 per issue
To book your space call

01664  424254

Hungarton, Leicestershire LE7 9JF
0116 259 5224

www.quenbyhall.co.uk

A magical wedding venue
 

GARDEN & TREE SERVICES

0116 269 2812/ 07973 776240

BUILDING WORK

CARPETS & FLOORING

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

SSSSSWEETWEETWEETWEETWEET
NNNNNOTHINOTHINOTHINOTHINOTHINGSGSGSGSGS

Traditional handmade confectionery from fudge to chocolates
Gift boxes in a wide range of sizes and colours

Variety of cupcakes also available
Wedding orders now being taken for 2011/2012

For enquiries, please contact Jo:
0795 101 5502

sweetnothings@talktalk.net
www.sweetnothings.org.uk

HEALTH & BEAUTY

ENTERTAINERS

COMPUTER SUPPORT

CONFECTIONERY & CAKES

Emergency 24 Hour Call Out
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial
Reliable, Prompt & Friendly Service

‘Part P’ Registered - Property Maintenance

01949 860889
wilsonelecserv@aol.com

No job
too small

Quality  carpets, laminate & cushion
flooring supplied and fitted

NO CALL OUT CHARGE AND NO HIDDEN CHARGES
CALL RYAN NOW ON 07787 325 772

PC MAN
PC & Laptop Repair Technician

SERVICES AVAILABLE INCLUDE:

YOUR VERY OWN WEBSITE FROM £50
BEGINNERS LESSONS

HARD DRIVE RECOVERY
VIRUS REMOVAL

PC TUNE UP
REPAIRS

BESPOKE SYSTEMS
UPGRADES ETC

KEV TAYLOR

M: 07737 922721  T: 01162 607166
E: a2kev@yahoo.co.uk

1st/2nd fix, roofing, kitchen fitting,
doors & windows, flooring, skirting,
architrave, tiling, stair parts, fencing,
gates & decking

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY

Colin Simpson Reliable Gardener
REARSBY LANDSCAPES

OAP Discount
Free No Obligation Quote
Full Liability Insurance

Mobile 07984 620148
Home 01664 424045
Email rearsbylandscapes@hotmail.co.uk


